The old diamond mines are at Parteal and other places, most of
which are now deserted, are probably one hundred miles distant* From
Tavernier and Thevenot who visited these mines in the middle of the seven-
teenth century and described them to the later travellers in India, they have
been objects of research and curiosity, and though their glory has now
faded away and undying interest still clings to their name,

The diamond mining industry is now quite extinct in the Nizam's
Dominions since 1700, but it is imposible to resist the conviction current
in business circle that with scientific appliances and skilled labour some-
thing might foe done to revive a trade, which at one time yielded such
splendid results.

TOMB OF MOHAMMAD QULI QUTBSHAH

It represents the first attempt at the building of a tomb on a large
scale-, because the sepulcheres of the previous monarchs of the dynasty are
small structures. The base of this tomb is built of large blocks of finely
chiselled masonry, but the ornamental parapets and the dome are cons-
tructed in brick snd lime and covered with a fine white plaster, the working
of which developed into an art under the Hindu rulers in the fifteenth and
sixteenth centuries,

THE TOMB OF MUHAMMAD QUTUB SHAH

It is a distinct improvement upon the tomb of his predecessor both
in place and in architectural detail. The artist has replaced the pillar and
Jintel openings by

TOLL MASJID

The building is very typical of the general character of the Qutub
Shah style. It was built by Musa Khan, a dignitary of the Court of Abdulla
Qutub Shah. The chief feature of the building is its decorations which have
a strong Hindu influence in motive as well as in sentiment. To wit, the
circular earthen pot which is so common a theme in Hindu architectural
ornamentation is largely adopted here. Another Hindu feature is that]ust
as the Hindu adorns the exterior surface of the temple with miniature
Siktonvand other architectural detail, in the mosque also tlie tops of the
niches are adorned with miniature mosques and minarets,
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